FIRST OVER EVEREST

thousand feet the observer had seen the awe-inspiring array of
peaks culminating in Mount Everest, and the course they must
follow when cruising over the roof of the world.

"They would follow the great gorges of the Arun River
which cut like a furrow through the Himalayas; with powerful
binoculars the gorges were distinguishable, showing countless
cliffs of black rock and ice slopes. No Caesar of India could ever
cross these super-Alps, but they act as one of Nature's greatest
irrigation reservoirs, storing masses of ice and snow that
ultimately become the streams that provide the water and carry
the silt which give life to millions of people in the northern
plains of India.'*
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